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SUBJ: MALI RESTRICTS EMBASSIES ACCESS TO MINISTRY 
OP INPORMATION 

1. IN A CIRCULAR NOTE, DATED DEC. 24, THE MINISTRY' 

OP POREIGN APPAIRS INPORMED ALL MISSIONS THAT EMBASSY 
PRESS ATTACHES MUST HENCEPORTH ADDRESS THEMSELVES 
EXCLUSIVELY TO THE MINISTRY OP POREIGN APFAIRS ON ALL 
MATTERS INVOLVING THE MINISTRY OP INPORMATION AND 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS (MOIT). 

2. THIS EMBASSY HAS HAD A LONG AND PRUITPUL RELATIONSHIP 
WITH THE MOIT AND HAS BEEN ABLE TO WORK DIRECTLY WITH 
THE MINISTER AND OTHER OPPICIALS ON A VARIETY OP PRESS, 
CULTURAL AND AID PROJECTS. 

3. THE DIVISION OP THE POREIGN MINISTRY CHARGED WITH 
HANDLING MATTERS BETWEEN THE DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS AND 
THE MOIT IS THE DIVISION OP INPORMATION, DOCUMENTATION, 
DIPLOMATIC ARCHIVES AND CONPERENCES, HEADED BY 
ASSANE GUINDO. HE IS PORMER MALIAN AMBASSADOR TO 
PEKING, WHO SERVED 5-6 YEARS THERE IN LATE SIXTIES. 
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KNOW LITTLE OF HIS POLITICAL LEANINGS. 

4. COMMENT: IT IS TOO EARLY TO TELL IF THIS IS A 
MAJOR CHANGE IN WHAT HAS BEEN A RELATIVELY OPEN 
GOVERNMENT. WE DO NOT YET KNOW HOW THIS WILL WORK IN 
PRACTICE SINCE GUINDO LAST OCCUPIED A MODEST OFFICE WITH 
PERHAPS ONE ASSISTANT AND TWO CLERKS. EIRST REACTION OE 
A SENIOR USIS LOCAL WAS THAT IT WOULD BE EASY TO GET 
AROUND THE NEW DIRECTIVE, BUT, IN A MORE SERIOUS VEIN, 

SHE ADDED THAT IE THIS DID NOT WORK, IT WOULD BE DIFEICULT 
TO GET THINGS DONE BY GOING THROUGH THE SLOW-MOVING FOREIGN 
MINISTRY. 

DAWKINS 
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